February 2, 2022
Submitted via email: ccpubliccomment@southpasadenaca.gov

Re: Public Comment on Item 13, Resolution Condemning the City’s History as a
Sundown Town and Past Practices of Institutionalized Racism

Dear Mayor Cacciotti and City Councilmembers:

We are fully supportive of the proposed Sundown Town and Past Practices of
Institutionalized Racism Resolution and look forward to working with the city in the
coming months and years to see that it is fully implemented.

South Pasadena was a sundown town in the early 20th Century. Blacks, Latinos and
Asian Americans were not permitted to live in the city unless they were live-in servants
or caretakers. They were required to leave town by sundown. A 1947 newspaper
described South Pasadena as “an example of the extreme to which the trend toward
restrictive racial and religious covenants can go.”

Our sundown town status did not result from a pervasive racist culture or lax civil rights
protections, but rather from White supremacy, which infused official city policies and
practices. South Pasadena city government didn’t merely harbor racist views; it took
away rights under color of law. Because South Pasadena codified white supremacy, it
must now put its whole weight behind eradicating.

Acknowledgement and apology are a start, but because people of color often bear the
disproportionate brunt of policies thought to be color blind, special attention must be
paid. That's why we particularly support the resolution’s pledge to systematically
evaluate all ordinances, policies, and practices for their racial impact. Indeed, the racial
impact analysis provision is perhaps the most important and powerful part of the
resolution—and potentially the most enduring.

We also support the city’s commitment to reviewing state and local policy to take
positions consistent with reversing past racist policies and decreasing racial disparities;
creation of a stakeholder process for community members to provide feedback on the
city’s realization of its goals; and aiming to diversify commissions.

So let’s pass the Resolution tonight. It’'s about time.

Sincerely,

Care First South Pasadena
Anti-Racism Committee (ARC) of South Pasadena

Coalition for an Anti-Racist Glendale
Tara Peterson, CEO, YWCA Glendale and Pasadena
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